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Scaling Up Pacific Adaptation (GCCA+ SUPA)

Scaling up water storage capacity in Nauru in response to
climate change

Project focus: Water Sector o

Project timeframe

@ 1 January 2019- 30 June 2023

National implementing agencies

@ Department  of  Commerce,
Industry  and  Environment,
Department of Infrastructure,

Department of Public Health and
Department of Finance.

Beneficiaries

Direct benefit: 500 persons
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Indirect benefit: 9,584 persons
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Nauru is vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change and natural disasters.

Project synopsis

The ‘Scaling up water storage capacity in Nauru in response to climate change' project will scale up a previous project that provided dedicated water storage
for desalinated water for selected households. The project will focus on the most vulnerable households in different villages around Nauru.

How does this project address climate change adaptation in Nauru?

The effects of climate change on temperatures, humidity, rainfall and weather extremes are affecting the quality and quantity of water resources available
for residents in Nauru. In particular, drought and flooding events are major concerns.

With a small land area and very limited groundwater resources, access to potable water is a major concern. Presently Nauru does not have a reticulated
water distribution system and relies on desalinated water, rainwater harvesting and groundwater — all of which require storage at the household level — to
meet water needs. Presently, desalinated water accounts for 70-80% of water needs in Nauru.

Focusing on households with limited water storage, the project is adopting a participatory and inclusive approach that addresses the vulnerabilities and the
rights of residents. Skills in climate resilience will be enhanced, particularly for district leaders and community representatives.

Recognising the need for increased water storage capacity at the household level, the project is scaling up the water storage project supported by the
Government of Italy and completed in 2019. This project provided 39 households with 19,000 litre colorbond water tanks that are placed on concrete slabs.
Using socio-economic indicators and an assessment of household water storage capacity, the GCCA+ SUPA project is providing increased storage for
desalinated water for further vulnerable households. Basic maintenance training and the provision of tools to recipient households will contribute to
sustainability.
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CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION IN NAURU

The project is assessing household water storage capacity and installing water storage measures for the most vulnerable households.

Key Highlights

Increasing desalinated water storage capacity for the 0 Building community resilience Q

most vulnerable households

e Building the capacity of district leaders and community
representatives in climate resilience through accredited training.

e Ensuring youths' involvement in awareness activities on the
importance of maintenance of water storage tanks, ensuring
access to potable water and the impacts of climate change.

e Analysing census data to identify vulnerable households and combining
these data with water storage capacity statistics from the Nauru
Utilities Corporation.

e (onducting on-the-ground verification checks and developing selection
criteria to identify the most vulnerable households.

e Selection and approval of the most vulnerable households. Strategic planning @

e |nstalling water storage measures for desalinated water only for the
most vulnerable households in villages around Nauru.

e FEnsuring installations comply with the Rescue & Fire Safety Act 2019. = ESeSRII I MRS (el e EBENRE S0 Ein [r3)2e

and providing the results for national strategic planning.
Providing training i int O e Promoting the Nauru Water and Sanitation Master Plan (2015-
RO SN R ANInance \/ 2035) and the planned reticulated system of which the household
storage tanks are an integral part.
e FEstablishing agreements with each recipient household concerning
installation, maintenance and monitoring of the water storage
measures.
e Delivering installation training for selected contractors prior to
selection.
e Delivering maintenance training and providing basic maintenance
tools for recipient households.

Activities meet the following SDGs:
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About the SUPA project

The Global Climate Change Alliance Plus Scaling up Pacific Adaptation (GCCA+ SUPA) project is about scaling up climate change adaptation measures in specific
sectors supported by knowledge management and capacity building. The 4.5 -year project {2019-2023) is funded with € 14.89 million from the European Union (EU)
and implemented by the Pacific Community (SPC) in partnership with the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and The University of
the South Pacific (USP), in collaboration with the governments and peoples of Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands,
Nauru, Niue, Palau, Tonga and Tuvalu.

The Overall Objective of the GCCA+ SUPA project is to enhance climate change adaptation and resilience within ten Pacific island countries.

The Specific Objective is to strengthen the implementation of sector-based, but integrated, climate change and disaster risk management strategies and plans.



